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St Stephen’s Comely Bank Church of Scotland 

10 Comely Bank Road 

Edinburgh EH4 1DW 

Tel: 0131 315 4616 

Office hours:  Mon & Thurs 10.00-12.30, Fri 10.00-13.00 

Email:  office@st-stephenschurch.org.uk 
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I n last month’s newsletter I began 
a three part series on our 
mission as a church. Last time 
we considered ‘what we do’. It’s 

simple: we must focus on being a 
church that helps people come to 
know and love Jesus Christ. This 
month and next I’d like us to 
consider ‘how we do it’. This is not to 
suggest, of course, that there is 
some kind of neat formula to follow 
but there are ways we could be more 
effective in what we do. The leaders 
of the church have found the 
metaphor of a Sports Stadium (see 
diagram) a useful way for us to think 
through what we currently do and all 
that we should be doing to help 
people, whatever stage they are at, 
to come to faith in Jesus. 
 
At a Sports Stadium guests 
approach the stadium from outside, 
they arrive in the hospitality tent and 
make their way from there to the 
stadium, entering at the back of the 
stands. Gradually, they make their 
way to the front of the stands to 
watch the race. That is the 
spectator’s role. Some of the people 
in the stadium are not spectating, 
however, they are running the race. 
In this model we seek, over time, to 
move people from the spectator 
stands to the starting blocks, ready 
to actually run the Christian race.  
 
It’s obvious that if all of our church 
life is focused on those who already 
attend, we are failing to help those 
who know nothing of Christianity. 
The Sports Stadium helps us think 

through what we need to be doing in 
order to help those on the outside by 
breaking down their barriers to belief 
in Jesus. Each stage of the journey 
has barriers which block the 
unbeliever from proceeding unless 
they are overcome. Three of the 
great barriers to hearing the gospel 
in our culture seem to be: 
· Christians are weird (“I don’t 
have anything in common with 
them”). 
· Christianity is irrelevant (“It’s of 
no practical use to my life.”) 
· Christianity is untrue (“Why 
should there be only one way to 
heaven and why should it have 
anything to do with Jesus?”) 
 
This month, we’ll look at the 
‘Christians are weird’ barrier. Next 
month, we’ll consider the other two. 
 
So what can we do so people outside 
the church find that Christians are in 
fact okay?  
 
The Hospitality Tents  
Before people start to watch the race 
they are invited to meet up with some 
of the athletes in the hospitality tents 
to find out a bit about what the race 
entails and see that the athletes are 
reasonable people to be around. 
 
The aim is to spend time with 
unbelievers and invite them to events 
where they will meet other Christians 
and see that they’re not weird but 
people whose lives have been 
changed by a loving God.  
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If we do this, we will become more 
outward and less inward focused. If 
we don’t have these relationships 
then how can we help those who 
don’t know Jesus to come to know 
him? It has been said that ‘people 
almost always need to belong 
before they will believe.’ If so, we 
will be having a go at arranging 
events where Christians and non-
Christians can mix. We’ll do this as 
a whole church but also as house 
groups and by individuals 

arranging events with friends. People 
can run events around activities they 
love, such as sport, theatre, music, 
food etc. It makes sense that, as we 
try to encourage opportunities for 
unbelievers to get to know committed 
Christians, we will feel more able to 
invite people to other church based 
events. 
 
More to follow, but Christianity 
Explored is happening soon. Who 
could you invite? 
 
Jonathan ��
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G ideon the Tuba Warrior: 
VeggieTales Holiday 
Club is very fresh in my 
mind as I am sitting at 

my computer writing my newsletter 
article.  Its hard to believe that 
animated vegetables telling Bible 
stories could be so challenging!  
Pa Grape (who was the 
animated vegetable 
playing the angel) had a 
great quote to Larry the 
Cucumber (who was the 
animated vegetable playing 
Gideon),  "If you want to hear the 
Lord say 'Well Done' then you 
have to do what He asks".  It 
would have been so easy for 
Gideon to expect God to be 
pleased with him as he wasn’t 
worshipping false gods, but God 
was asking him to do something, 
and the only way to please God is 
to do what he wants. 
 
Perhaps as I write about Gideon 
you find yourself agreeing with one 
of the VeggieTales characters "I 
really didn't know much about 
Gideon before this. I knew that he 
left Bibles in hotel rooms, but that's 
about it." (Pa Grape) Well, go get a 
Bible- the story of Gideon, as 
found in Judges 6 + 7 is a tale a 
great of a great ‘gofor’ God.  
Gideon thinks that as he is from an 
unimportant tribe and as he is the 

youngest person in his family, 
there is no way that God wants 
him to do anything.  But through 
the visit of the angel and signs 
from God, Gideon realises that he 
has to trust God that he, Gideon, 
with God’s help can overcome 
the Midanites.  Of course, so that 
it was clear it was God who was 
leading Gideon’s army, it had 
only 300 members armed with 
torches and trumpets!  300 men 
to overcome an army the Bible 
describes as 
being too 
large to count.  
G i d e o n 
learned he 
could trust 
God and all 
t h r o u g h 
Holiday Club 
we reflected on how that is true 
for us too. 
 
So many times, as a youth 
worker, I am challenged deeply 
by what I am preparing to teach 
others.  A few weeks ago I found 
myself wondering if God had a 
plan for leaders for Rock Solid, 
T4G and even for Holiday Club.  
Feeling a little anxious about it, I 
left that task and was preparing 
the material for Holiday Club.  It 
was deeply humbling to realise 
that God was desperate for me to 
trust him with the need for 



Stewart.  We can thank God for 
the T4G team of Fiona and 
Dave.  I hope I remember that I 
can trust God, that I can bring 
all my needs to him and know 
that he is powerful and able to 
act.  And I hope that this story 
will encourage you in your life of 
trusting God. 
Lizzie 
 
(VeggieTales Copyright 2002 Big Idea 
Productions) 
PS: If you need more inspiring, 
go hunt down the story of 
George Mueller, a man who 
trusted God-try Google… 
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leaders.  I didn’t go for the 
recruiting tactics of the 
VeggieTales - “Join God’s army 
get a free flashlight!”  (Larry the 
Cucumber as Gideon) or for 
Gideon’s recruitment drive – 
something like ‘OK if you’re 
scared you can go home’.  But I 
did go for God’s tactic of 
trusting him.  We have great 
teams in place.  I thank God for 
Jonathan, Graeme, Christine, 
Michael, Susan, Olive, John 
and Jane for their service at 
Holiday Club and for all the 
others who prayed and baked 
behind the scenes (see thanks 
for the cake photo!). Together 
as a congregation we can thank 
God for and pray for the Rock 
Solid Team: Gill, Douglas, Ken, 
Tom, Meya, Andrew and 
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 WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED?  
 
Developed over 10 years, Christianity Explored 
is an informal course for people who'd like to 
investigate Christianity, or just brush up on the 
basics.  
 
It explores who Jesus was, what his aims 
were, and what it means to follow him. 
 
You're not asked to pray, sing, or read aloud, 
and you can ask any question you like. Or, if 
you prefer, you can come along and simply 
listen. 
 
 It begins on Wednesday 10 October  for ten 
weeks. If you’d like to attend please register 
with the church office  
 

315 4616 or office@st-stephenschurch.org.uk  
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St Stephen’s Comely Bank Church 
Fellowship & Guild 

       
Building each up in Christ and bringing others to 

Christ, whose we are and whom we serve. 
 

Forthcoming Events 
October November and December: 

 
Wednesday 10th Oct.  First Coffee Morning 
 
Thursday 11th  Oct.  ‘Walk in the Light' 
    Leprosy Mission Speaker:  
 
Thursday 25th  Oct.  Charity Concert 
    Kevock Choir 
 
Thursday 8th Nov.  Journey from Paganism to Christ 
    Paul and Isolde James-Griffiths  
 
Thursday 22nd Nov.  Thanksgiving Service 
    Featuring Holyrood Abbey Music 
    Group. 
 
Wednesday 28th Nov. Final Coffee Morning 
 
Thursday 6th Dec.  Christmas Party 
    Entertainment by John and Pat. 

 
Meeting commence at 7.30pm and  

Wednesday Coffee Mornings at 10.00am. 
Everyone is welcome to all events. 
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T he Harvest project this year is to support 
the work of HealthLink360. 
 
http://www.healthlink360.org/ 
 

HealthLink360 is a Christian medical charity which supports mis-
sionaries and those working or volunteering abroad- It is based 
in the grounds of Carberry Towers, near Musselburgh. 
 
The charity provides medical and psychological assessments 
prior to going abroad and on return, as well as advice on adapt-
ing to different cultures and the necessary vaccinations. It also 
provides online e-mail support whilst abroad, where medical help 
can be far away and in a different language. 
 
The charity is staffed by Edinburgh GPs, most of whom give 
their time free and by some paid counsellors. 
 
The aim is to provide affordable care, and this means charging 
less than the cost of providing the service. So only 50% of the 
cost comes from the 'clients', with dependence on donations to 
make up the balance. 
 
Your support of this work would be appreciated by Health-
Link360 and those who are serving overseas. 
 
A gift envelope is included with the newsletter as well as a gift 
aid form. Please return these and place in the plate on any Sun-
day or hand to your elder/visitor any time. 
 

Thank you. 
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