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always find that Christmas

is a time of year that

conjures up all kinds of

thoughts and feelings for
people. It does bring joy and
happiness but also sadness
and disappointment. There is
always a sense of expectation
as Christmas approaches that
this Christmas will bring more
satisfaction than the last. In
addition, it never ceases to
amaze me that many people
who would never normally
darken the door of a church will
show up at Christmas time.
Why is this? Why, for a short
time each year (even if it's only
as short as a watchnight
service), do people feel the
need to do something about the
wonder and sentimentality that
Christmas seems to bring these
days?

The Bible gives an answer to
us all, even if many wouldn’t
like to admit it. Our human
hearts long for something more.
They want to be filled with
purpose and meaning and long
to be satisfied. The writer of the
book of Ecclesiastes says that
God has ‘set eternity in the
hearts of men; yet they cannot

fathom what God has done
from beginning to end.” If God
has set eternity in the hearts of
men then it is not surprising
that there is always a longing
for meaning and significance in
our lives. God has made us to
(some might say ‘wired us’) to
be this way. Augustine got this
right when he said: “Thou hast
made us for Thyself, O Lord,
and our hearts are restless
until they rest in Thee.”

Yet, for so many, life is so
busy and full that there is no
time to consider the deepest
longings of hearts and lives. It
iIs easy to plug the gap with
possessions, relationships,
careers or whatever else gives
us a focus. Of course, there
are times when we are forced
to admit that there is more to
life than meets the eye.
Whenever a loved one dies, or
a doctor alerts us to some
unexpected news, or simply
when life is no longer plain
sailing for us, we know that
there is more substance to life
and we can’t switch off what
goes on in inside heatrts.

But it is not enough to sense



that there is more. And that is the
wonder of Christmas; because God
has made us for himself and only
he can truly satisfy. God doesn’t
leave us longing, wondering,
searching, and struggling to
understand what life is all about. He
has been unmistakably clear. The
fact of the incarnation of Jesus, of
God becoming man and entering
into our world of space and time is
totally mind-blowing. The baby born
of a virgin in a manger was just like
any other baby as well as being the
God of eternity. It is a staggering
thought that the powerful and only
God should become so vulnerable
so as to enter the world as a baby.
Of course, the baby became a boy,
became a man, died, rose to life
again and has changed the world
forever.

God has truly spoken to us in a
clear way. This same Jesus who
entered the world also enters our
personal world. He can invade our
lives and live in our hearts forever.
He came to us and we need him.
Only he can meet the longing of
every human heart and fully satisfy.
Jesus is the answer. Whatever we
expect this Christmas, or at any
time through the year, we can be

certain that Jesus will never
disappoint. He said: ‘I have
come that they may have
life, and have it to the full.’
For me, for you, for your
family and friends, we need
Jesus. He is God'’s gift to us.

Sheona, Joshua and
Matthew join me in wishing
you a very happy Christmas.
May you and those whom
you love experience the life
to the full that comes in the
gift of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Your minister and friend,

Jonathan



he Light Party was

AMAZING!!!I!  Thank

you to all who helped.

It was a great night
with 52+ children coming
along to an alternative to a
Halloween Party. They had
lots of fun playing games,
including some messy ones!
They also moulded their own
candle and had lots to eat.
During the evening we talked
about how although dressing
up can be fun, we can’t dress
up to hide from God. Whatever
we are doing God knows
about us and everything we
do. Give thanks for so many
children and their families
involved in this event. Pray
that we can advertise future
events like Christmas Services
to these families.

It's great that we can celebrate
and enjoy Christmas time as a
church family, and that we
can help others too. On the
9th December it will be the Gift
Service. This is a chance to
give (qifts to people who
otherwise would not get any
presents. We are continuing to
support the work of Women’s
Aid at this service — women

who have had to leave home
because they are in an
abusive relationship. If you can
bring gifts for children and
young people or for the
Women themselves,
unwrapped, but with wrapping
paper to church on
9th December, we will make
sure these gifts get sent to the
people who need them.

Whilst we're on the topic of
Christmas presents this has
got me thinking. What could |
recommend you ask for, for
Christmas? If you don’'t have
one already you should ask for
a Bible. Even if you already
have one sometimes a new
translation can be refreshing
and challenging to read. There
are loads of good youth Bibles
and children's Bibles out
there, but I'd be happy to give
some advice. If you already
have a Bible, perhaps some
Bible reading notes would help
split the Bible into ‘digestible’
chunks and provide an
easy way to get into the habit
of reading the Bible regularly.
These are produced by The
Good Book Company and also
Wesley Owen



When you've thought through
your presents, what kind of
paper are you going to wrap
them in? Christmas paper, to
represent all the celebrations
or what about baby paper,
we are after all celebrating
the birth of a baby or what
about birthday paper, as its
Jesus’ birthday or perhaps
newspaper, as its good news
for all the world or perhaps
no paper at all because it is
easy to miss the point of
Christmas in the midst of all
the decorations, and you
would not want the person
who receives your present to
miss the present in all the

paper.

The Christmas Craft
Workshop will take place on
Sunday 2nd December
immediately after
church. Please bring a
packed lunch and be ready
to put up the decorations and
make some new ones for the
church halls and your home.

On Saturday 15th December
it will be the
Sunday Club Christmas

Parties. Please RSVP and
book your place.

On Sunday 23rd December
there will be an All Age
Service to celebrate
Christmas. Sunday Club are
planning a part
of this service. If you are not
involved in Sunday Club any
more please pray for these
events. The young people
are great at asking their
friends from school, pray that
these friends will come to
understand all that Jesus has
done for them and that they
will enjoy the events the
church runs.

Lizzie.
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155th(a) Edinburgh
Brownie Unit

This year the Brownies
went 'Under the Sea' for
their annual pack holiday
at Whittinghame, East Lo-
thian. The Brownies had
a whale of a time helping
all the sea creatures, fol-
lowing unusually strong
currents in the ocean due
to a heavy storm. Some
of the sea creatures had
lost their homes, were
hurt or just needed some
tender love and care. The
brownies solved codes,
made sea biscuits, fished,
found treasure, made up
songs and dances and
enjoyed various crafts.

From the 18 brownies
who attended only 6 had
been on a Pack Holiday
before. It was great to
see them working as a

team, the older brownies
helping the younger
brownies. Their behaviour
during the weekend was
fantastic. We occasionally
are known to grumble
about the kids of today
but to see 18 brownies
standing outside on Sun-
day morning in freezing
conditions for the min-
ute's silence, no one fidg-
eting or talking, was a
credit to their generation.

When asked at the end
what they had enjoyed
most one young brownie
said "all of it". This cer-
tainly makes all the hard
work very worthwhile.

Susan Scrimgeour

Brownie Guider

oI ?’i‘y
&g .
..: t s %o,
X



n the Church web-
site:

http://www.st-
stephenschurch.org.uk/
Clicking in the “downloads”
section will call up the
Downloads page where copies
of the newsletters will be held
in .pdf format files.
This is a computer document
format that is “read- only” for
easy display and sending over
the internet between com-
puters.
The program on your com-
puter that reads it is called
“Adobe Acrobat Reader” a
free program. It may well be
installed on your computer,
but if it isn't:

http://www.adobe.com/uk/
products/acrobat/
readstep2_allversions.htmi

is the place to download the
version for your computer.

The web newsletter has tele-
phone numbers and email ad-
dresses removed for privacy.

If you wish to have the full
newsletter sent to your emalil
address as a .pdf file please
contact the editor via the
church office

opy for the
FEBRUARY Newslet-
ter should be handed
into the church office
or emailed to the office on of-
fice@st-stephenschurch.org.uk
by 14th January 2008 .
The newsletter will be available
for distributors between 3-4pm
on Thursday 27th January
2008 and at the back of the
Church thereatfter.

There is a lot of extra informa-
tion in this copy of the newslet-
ter to cover the two months.

About the cover logo: Chi-Rho
Chi and Rho are the first
two letters of “Christ” in the
Greek

Used by the very early Chris-
tians and later by Constantine.

John Curran
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John W.Craig M.A.,BD.

ohn Craig wrote a history

of Stephen's which in-

cluded his own Ministry.

Copies of this book are
still available in our Church so
the words | write about his time
with us in Comely Bank are just
my memories of those days and
the subsequent years.

In memory of John at this
time, copies of his book can
be had for a donation.

John was brought up and met
Helen in Paisley. He was edu-
cated at Camphill Secondary
School and the University of
Glasgow. His studies were inter-
rupted by the war and like many
others in that area he had al-
ways had a hankering to join the
Navy but when his call up papers
arrived in 1944 he was sent
down the coal mines at Polkemet
as a Bevin Boy (a miner). He
graduated with distinction from
University in 1948 (winning a
gold medal for Hebrew) and in
1951 he was licensed to preach
by the Presbytery of Paisley and
he and Helen married and
started their life together in the
service of the Church.

His first charge was in Clyde-

bank at Radnor Park Church,
Clydebank where he became
minister in 195 L. Clydebank
probably suffered more during
the war than anywhere else in
Scotland and much of it was be-
ing rebuilt. Radnor Park was no
exception. In his dozen years in
that charge, as well as having
three children, and supporting a
struggling congregation many of
whom had had their homes de-
stroyed, he supervised the build-
ing of new halls for the Church
and manse as well as fulfilling all
the necessary tasks the Presby-
tery of the Church required.
Hard, but satisfying work It was
time to move on and he came to
St Stephen's in December 1963.

When Jean and | married and
came to Comely Bank Grove we
tried all the local Churches, as
one does, but liked the 'feel of St
Stephen's so we 'lifted our sepa-
rate lines' and became mem-
bers. Our children were baptised
by John and as our family grew
we became neighbours in North
Park Terrace until the Manse
was moved to Blinkbonny Cres-
cent in the seventies.

During John's Ministry, as we
recall it, it was very difficult to
find a day or a time when the
halls were not used by some or-



ganisation or another which is
why John introduced the Con-
gregational Council which met
shortly after each Communion to
'sort out' the details of organisa-
tions living together in Christian
harmony for the benefit of all.
From the Creche through Sun-
day School to Youth Fellowship
the Church buzzed on a Sun-
day.. Mondays became the es-
tablished days for Courts of the
Church to meet and other church
groups filled the daily spots left
each morning, afternoon and
night until Saturday which
boasted clubs for youngsters in
the Church such as Junior Bad-
minton culminating in a Youth
Club on a Saturday evening.
John ran this with six or seven
leaders and for some time it be-
came 'the place to be' for teen-
agers on a Saturday night. For
several years the Church tried to
‘cash in' on its success by insist-
ing that members joined the Bi-
ble Class which at that time met
on a Sunday afternoon! We
found John to be a most gra-
cious man and a great preacher
whose sermons were about eve-
ryday life in a rapidly changing
society. In John's opinion, soci-
ety might lower its standards but
Christianity did not. Having the
Craigs as our neighbours for
nearly a decade was a joy.

When John retired in 1990 he
and Helen found a new home in
the grounds of Queensbay
House, Milton Road East. John
does not mention family in his
History of St Stephen's but he
and Helen had three boys -lan,
Duncan and Donald. They are all
married with children and live in
Scotland, England and Australia.
John returned to St Stephens for
our Centenary Service and for
several years wrote a column for
the Church Newsletter.

Bobby Brown
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St Stephen’s Comely Bank Church
Fellowship & Guild

Building each up in Christ and bringing others to
Christ, whose we are and whom we serve.

Forthcoming Events
December 2007/January 2008

Thursday 6th Dec.  Christmas Party
(We'd love you to come and join in the fun.)
Entertainment by John and Pat.

Wednesday 16" Jan. First Coffee Morning

Thursday 17 ™ Jan. Nothing to Declare?
Speaker, Tom Barbour.

Thursday 31 * Jan. Any Questions?
St Stephen’s Panel, chaired by Roger Horam.

Meeting commence at 7.30pm and
Wednesday Coffee Mornings at 10.00am.
Everyone is welcome to all events.



St Stephen's Football Now Open

It was a cold, blustery Saturday evening
on the 3 of November in Edinburgh.
The sun was just setting on another day
across the capital when the bright new
dawn began for the St Stephen's
Comely Bank football side was brought
into life!

Following the response to an announce-
ment the previous Sunday in the Church
intimations, 5 inaugural members of the
St Stephen's team took to the World of
Football pitch at 4.30pm that night to
represent the church. The one problem
that remained was with only 5 players, it
was a 7-a-side game. The regular foot-
ball playing church member's of St
Katherine's had accepted the one-off
challenge from SSCB and then found
themselves having to provide us with
extra players, which sportingly they did.

Ben Beaumont, from St Kath's had man-
aged to pull together 9 to play for his
church and a further 3 to join the St
Stephen's. So just to recap, that's 9 St
Kath's players, 5 SSCB and 3 extras to
the SSCB team (totalling 8) all in a
game of 7-a-side! I'll be surprised if they
ask me to organise anything ever again!

The home grown ‘talent' consisted of
Jonathan (I'll play anywhere) De Goot,
Graeme (playmaker) Strudwick, Doug-
las (goal machine) Roberts, Roger
(pass the oxygen) Dailly and John (kick
the ball not the player) Dill.

Now the match!

The game started impressively for the
challenging side as SSCB raced to a 5
goal lead within 15 minutes only to sit
back on their laurels or more likely col-
lapse due to exhaustion and allow St
Kath's to bring it back to within 1 goal.

At this point lesser teams might have
gone completely into reverse but the 3
players provided by St Kath's proved to
be not only good on the ball but quite a
bit fitter than us! Because of this SSCB
were able to push the lead back out to
consistently between 3 or 4 goals!

And so it stayed until the hour mark
passed and it was then claimed we
were to play for the full 90 minutes.
Cynical individual's could point out this
is because St Kath's were now only one
goal down but no-matter, the SSCB
bandwagon rumbled on to push the lead
back out to a winning margin of 5 goals
and the story of the first SSCB football
victory is down in modern history!

On the whole, it was a great night for all
participants, no injuries and a good ex-
cuse to combine church fellowship, ex-
ercise and fun!

A second match has yet to be arranged
but this is where extra names will be
needed. I'm looking to make this and
further games with other Edinburgh
churches a regular occurrence and so
would like to build up a group of inter-
ested individuals who would be willing to
take part! All ages (adults) and skill lev-
els welcome as this is not quite worthy
of Sky Sports but all are more than wel-
come. Regular playing time would be
about 4.30pm to 5pm on a Saturday
night.

Please if you're interested just speak to
me in church one Sunday. Or contact
via the church office

Thanks
John
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Comely Bank Churches Together Carol Service 2007
St Stephen’s Comely Bank Church
Sunday 16 December: 7 pm




WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
19th-25th January 2008:
The Council of Comely Bank Churches Together has arranged
that the following member Churches will be open for prayer for
Christian Unity:

Saturday 19th Jan. Bristo Baptist 9.30 am
Monday 21st Jan. St Andrew's, Roman |10.00 am
Catholic Church,
Ravelston

Wednesday 23rd St Vincent Chapel 7.00 pm
Jan.

Thursday 24th Jan. | St Stephen's Comely [2.00 pm
Bank

Friday 25th Jan. St Ninian's 12.30-2 pm
to be followed at 12.45
pm with a light meal




fternoon Communion -
The demand for afternoon
communion has been re-
ducing over the last few
years. In June and October this
year, we only had 7 and 6 people
wishing communion. The Kirk Ses-
sion has therefore decided to stop
holding an afternoon communion
service.
If any member finds it difficult to at-
tend the morning communion, then
our minister would be happy to visit
and conduct home commun-
ion. This can be arranged via the
church office, or by speaking with
your elder/visitor.

Music worship leader

The Kirk Session have agreed the
job description for the replacement
for Mairi and the search is under-
way. The recruitment panel is Les
Oliver, David Kennedy, Jane
Curran, Jonathan de Groot and
Graeme Williamson.

Harvest appeal

Dr Jane Harrison, the clinical direc-
tor at HealthLink360 has written to
thank the congregation for the gen-
erous donation of £1040 from the
recent Harvest Appeal.

Gift Service

Our service on Sunday 9 December
will be a gift service to support Edin-
burgh Woman'’s Aid. This organisa-
tion offers help, information, support

and when required, refuge accom-
modation for women and any ac-
companying children who are emo-
tionally, physically or sexually
abused by the person they live with.
On their behalf we are collecting
donations of money, food (non-
perishable), new toys (for ages 0 —
16), and gifts for women.

Please bring these to the
service on the 9 December or hand
in at the office before then.
Alternatively donation by cheque
can be placed in the offering
(payable to Edinburgh Women's
Aid).

Remember
December 16th!

he Ladies Badminton
Club will be organising
The Special Eats etc.
after Morning Service on
December 16th.

We would be really grateful to
anyone willing to provide home
baking for this purpose. Please
hand it into the kitchen before
the service.

We are looking forward to a
good response from the congre-
gation, to put us all in the festive
spirit.

AS.L..



St Stephen’s Comely Bank

Church of Scotland
Income Statement

Period 10 to 31 October 2007

Year to Date Details

Description 2007Amount 2006Amount
Open Plate 8549 7556
WFO Deeds of Cove- 65390 61100
nant Gift Aid donations

and GAYE

Tax Recovery 14556 13823
Miscellaneous Income 1179 559
Total Income 89674 83038

Income History

1. The comparison shows an increase in income of about 8%.
The tax recovery for 2007 is an estimate and has been restated.
2. The Budget figure for 2007 for expenditure is £123,902. On a
proportionate basis the income for the period, £89,674 is below
the target figure (£103,252)
3.  The figures quoted, which have not been independently
checked, exclude the income of the Centenary Appeal Fund and
donations to the Youth Worker Fund.
4.  The figures quoted exclude contributions from congregational
organizations and income received from weddings and funerals,
bank interest and the use of the premises of £3,685

(2006:£4,954)

John M Ballantine Treasurer, 8 November 2007




CHURCH CALENDAR

ntended primarily as part
of the outreach work in the
Parish, a single page cal-
endar has again been pro-
duced giving basic information
about the Church. The calen-
dar is meant to provide a con-
stant reminder of St Stephen's
throughout the year.

Copies of the calendar, price
10p, can be had from Ewen
Cameron towards the end of
December. Copies are given to
shops, offices, guest houses
and hotels in the Parish. Mem-
bers of the congregation may
wish to have copies to give to
neighbours and friends and for
their own homes.

COMELY BANK
CHURCHES TOGETHER

(formerly Comely Bank Council of
Churches)

The annual Christmas service is be-
ing held in St Stephen’'s on Sunday
16th December at 7 pm.

Drivers needed!

If you can drive, have a car
and would be prepared to
give 2-3 extra people a lift to
church on Sundays please
get in touch. We offer lifts to
people that are unable to
get themselves to church for
whatever reason. There is
more demand for our ser-
vice at the moment so more
drivers urgently required.
Please get in touch with
Sarah Robertson via the
church office

NOTES:




